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      The 26th SAFHS Annual Conference 

There Was a Soldier ……. 
 

The SAFHS Conference will be held this year in Stirling, 
hosted by Central Scotland Family History Society. 

 
The date is Saturday 25 April 2015, and you can find all 

the details of the event on the society website: 
http://www.csfhs.org.uk/ 

 
NOTE: 
The 2016 SAFHS Conference is being hosted by Lanarkshire FHS. 

The 2017 SAFHS is provisionally being hosted by ASGRA. 
 

Contacts: 

 

Chairman: Janet M Bishop 
jb.bishop@btinternet.com 

Deputy Chairman: Stephen Benson 

Stephen.t.benson@btinternet.com 
Secretary: Kenneth Nisbet 

kenglenlivet@tiscali.co.uk 

Treasurer: John W Irvine 
johnWirvine@aol.com 

Publications: Bruce B Bishop 

                    jmnbb.bishop@btinternet.com  
Webmaster: Doug Stewart 

doug_stewart@btinternet.com 
Bulletin Editor: Irene Macleod 

lowlandscot@sky.com  

 

The next SAFHS Council Meeting will take place on Saturday 10 October 2015, at 1 pm, 

in the Boardroom, Edinburgh Youth Hostel, Haddington Place, Leith Walk, Edinburgh.  

The meeting will include a short talk by our Patron, Dr Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon King of Arms. 
 

Please note that the Council Meeting is open to designated SAFHS Council Representatives 
only.  An agenda will be circulated to the designated SAFHS Council reps prior to the meeting.  If 
any rep has not received an agenda 7 days before the meeting, please contact the Chairman 

jb.bishop@btinternet.com 

           S A F H S   B U L L E T I N  

APRIL 2015 
www.safhs.org.uk 

Executive Committee - Chairman: Janet M Bishop; Deputy Chairman: Stephen Benson;  
Secretary: Ken Nisbet; Treasurer: John W Irvine; Publications: Bruce B Bishop 

http://www.csfhs.org.uk/
mailto:jb.bishop@btinternet.com
mailto:Stephen.t.benson@btinternet.com
mailto:kenglenlivet@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:johnWirvine@aol.com
mailto:jmnbb.bishop@btinternet.com
mailto:doug_stewart@btinternet.com
mailto:lowlandscot@sky.com
mailto:jb.bishop@btinternet.com
http://www.safhs.org.uk/


SAFHS BULLETIN    APRIL 2015 

www.safhs.org.uk Page 2 
 

 

 OTHER SAFHS NEWS 
 
SAFHS AGM 2015 

At the AGM, Janet Bishop was confirmed as the new Chairman of SAFHS.  She takes 
over from Bruce Bishop, who held the post for more than 2 terms.  Bruce will continue 
to play an active part on the Executive Committee, having taken on the post of 
Publications Manager. 
 
Janet is currently the SAFHS rep for AGRA and ASGRA, and has been the Editor of the 
SAFHS Bulletin for the past 8 years. 

  
Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee has met since November, in Edinburgh, and minutes have been sent to 
member societies. 
 
Website 
Items for the website should be submitted to Doug Stewart direct, including changes to your website 
contact details only. 
 
Bulletin Editor 
Irene Macleod is our new Editor and with immediate effect all items for the Bulletin should be sent to 
her at lowlandscot@sky.com – as usual, the deadline for items is the day of the Council Meeting.  
 
Contacts List 
The Chairman maintains the official contacts list.  If you have changes between council meetings, 
please send them to: jb.bishop@btinternet.com  
 
ScotlandsPeople Voucher Orders 
Orders for Vouchers should be sent to John Irvine, with a cheque, and should include postage as per 
the current agreement: 
Minimum order 20 vouchers 
Postage: 
21-50 vouchers - £6 
51-100 vouchers - £7.20 
101-175 vouchers - £8.50 
176-250 vouchers - £10.50 
More than 250 vouchers, by arrangement 
 
ScotlandsPeople User Group 
Bruce Bishop represents SAFHS on this group.  Ken Nisbet and Janet Bishop also attend, representing 
the amateur and professional genealogists respectively. 
 
The Scottish Council on Archives 
Bruce Bishop represents SAFHS on this council. 
 
National Committee on Carved Stones in Scotland 
Bruce Bishop represents SAFHS on this committee. 
 
Visit Scotland Ancestral Tourism Group 
Bruce Bishop represents SAFHS on this group. 

mailto:lowlandscot@sky.com
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____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Strathclyde University 

Postgraduate Programme in Genealogical,  
Palaeographic and Heraldic Studies 

 
The Postgraduate Programme in Genealogical, Palaeographic and Heraldic Studies at the University of Strathclyde is 
pleased to announce two new ways to undertake study in the Programme.  

 
Modular version of the Postgraduate Certificate 

From the autumn of 2015, students will be able to take the Postgraduate Certificate level in a modular format, taking 
the 6 required modules over 2-3 years thus allowing greater flexibility and an easier workload overall. Students can 
enter the introductory module of the Programme at three points during the year; October, January or April and then 

progress at a pace that suits them. The course content and assessments will be the same as the 1-year version of the 
Certificate which will still be offered. Modules will need to be taken sequentially but they will be offered at different 
points throughout the year; to achieve the PG Certificate, all modules will need to be passed successfully. 

 
The cost per module for academic year 2015-16 will be £530 for UK and EU applicants. The application deadline is 
about one month before the introductory module begins.  

 
One-year MSc 
The three part time levels of the Postgraduate Programme have been running successfully for a number of years and 

there has been demand from potential students for a one-year option combining all levels. We have received approval 
from the University to offer this version of the Programme and this will begin in mid-September 2015 (depending on 
student recruitment).  

 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
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The content will be equivalent to the existing postgraduate courses, viz: 
 
o Term 1 – PgCert content (September – December: 13 weeks)  
o Term 2 – PgDip content (January – April: 13 weeks, plus Easter week)  

O Term 3 – MSc dissertation (April – July: 6 weeks)  
 
The course will take place online with mandatory tutorial sessions on Fridays which will happen via an audio/video link 

(such as Skype or AdobeConnect). We anticipate students will need to allow for 40 hours a week for reading, 
completing assessments and taking part in the mandatory tutorials.  
 

For further information on these additions to our Postgraduate Programme, please visit our webpage at: 
www.strath.ac.uk/genealogy/ or call 0141 548 2392. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

* * * * * * * * 

 

FIFE GRAVE STONES CONFERENCE, 14 NOVEMBER 2015, KIRKCALDY 

Press contact: Hugh Hoffman 

Fife Family History Society 

01337 831403 

 

hughhoffman@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Gravestones and graveyards offer fascinating insights into past lives and the 

ways in which different societies have dealt with death and burial over the 

years.  The sixth Fife Grave Stones Conference which takes place in Kirkcaldy 

on 14th November brings together half a dozen experts whose insights are 

guaranteed to be informative, thought provoking and entertaining.   
 

This year’s speakers and their topics include Dr. Margaret Bennett: ‘Regional 

variations in Scottish burial customs’, Martyn Gorman: ‘For the security of the 

dead’, Dr Richard Fawcett:  ‘Scottish Medieval Canopied Tombs’, Thomas 

Elliott: ‘Scotland’s Epidemics’; and Frank Hay & Len Saunders:  ‘The 

Briggers – Forth Bridge casualties’. 
 

In addition to the talks, there will be an exhibition where a dozen stallholders 

will be offering books, CDs and other relevant products for sale. 
 

The conference takes place at Kirkcaldy Auld Kirk, Kirk Wynd, 

Kirkcaldy, KY1 1EH on Saturday 14 November, from 10.00 a.m. till 

4.00 p.m.    The cost for the day, which includes lunch and coffee as 

well as attendance at the talks, is only £15.  To book a place, please 

contact Anne McIntyre, 73 Harcourt Road, Kirkcaldy KY2 5HF.   

Please make out cheques to Kirkcaldy Civic Society.  For further 

details phone 01337-831403 or email  hughhoffman@hotmail.co.uk   

or go to www.kirkcaldycivicsociety.co.uk  
 

The event, which has taken place every 2-3 years since 2004, is 

organised by Kirkcaldy Civic Society and Fife Family History 

Society, with support from Fife Council and Crosbie Matthew Funeral Directors. 
 
Bishop Kennedy’s tomb, St Salvator’s Chapel, St Andrews (top) 
Collessie Churchyard (bottom) 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
http://www.strath.ac.uk/genealogy/
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News from Member Societies 

 
Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS 

 
The meetings of the Society in Aberdeen, Elgin, Glasgow 
and Edinburgh continue to be well-attended.  

 
Our Aberdeen meetings are held 18th April, 16th May, 6th 
19th Sept, 17th Oct, 21st Nov, 12th Dec, in the Unitarian 

Church Hall.   
 
Our Glasgow branch meetings are in 16th May, 3rd Oct 

and 21st Oct held in Renfield St, St Stephens Church 
Centre. 
 

Edinburgh branch 11th April, 12th Sept and 7th Nov held in 
Royal Scots Club, Abercromby Place. 

 
Our Moray Branch has meetings on 14th March, 11th April, 
9th May, 13th June, 12th Sept, 10th Oct, 14 Nov, 12th Dec, 

in Elgin Library. 
 
Full details including speakers can be found via our 

website www.anesfhs.org.uk 
 
The society has now changed its legal form to a SCIO. A 

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation is a legal 
structure which has been purpose built for the charity 
sector in Scotland. It provides limited liability and a 

separate legal identity to organisations that want to 
become charities but do not want or need the complex 
structure of company law. This means that even the 

smallest charity can access the benefits of incorporation 
– including limited liability and legal capacity. In other 
words the committee is not held responsibly financially 

unless they are negligent. 
 

April 2015 Publications from ANESFHS - Postage is 
extra in each case. 
 

MIs:    Blairdaff (AA094 £3) 
         Fraserburgh Kirkton (Old Ground) (AA091 £3) 
         Kinnernie (AA096 £2.40) 

         Logie Buchan & Newburgh Holyrood (AA093 £3) 
          Portsoy Burial Ground (AA098 £2.40)  
        Portsoy Cemetery (AA097 Set of 2 £6) 

          St Devenicks-on-the-Hill (AA095 £2.40) 
 
Others: Aberdeen Female teachers pre-1872: a 

biographical list by Alison McCall (AA556 £6) (Winner of 
our Bruce Henderson Award for 2012) 
The Middetons of Birse by Michael Brown (AA527 £9) 

(Winner of our Bruce Henderson Award for 2013) 
 
Contact: Hon Secretary, Aberdeen and NE Scotland FHS, 158-164 King 
Street, Aberdeen AB24 5BD.   Tel: 01224 646323; Fax: 01224 639096 
Email: enquiries@anesfhs.org.uk 
Website: www.anesfhs.org.uk 

 

 
Alloway and Southern Ayrshire FHS 

 
It is with regret that we have to give notice of the 
forthcoming closure of the Alloway & Southern Ayrshire 

Family History Society.  This has been brought about 
because we have been unable to fill the necessary 
committee positions to run the Society.   

 
An Extraordinary General Meeting was therefore called on 
20 January 2015, and with much reluctance expressed by 

those members present, the decision was made to 
dissolve the Society at the end of the Society’s Financial 

Year on 31 March 2015.   

 
Contact: The Secretary, Alloway & Southern Ayrshire FHS, c/o Alloway 
Public Library, Doonholm Road, Ayr, KA7 4QQ 
Email: secretary@asafhs.co.uk  

Website: www.asafhs.co.uk  
 

Anglo Scots FHS 
 

Our first year at our new premises within Manchester 

Central Library has been both rewarding and trying.  We 
have had problems with the location for some of our 
meetings, but the surroundings are a great improvement.  

These initial problems have now been resolved; they 
were mainly due to so many partners using the same 
facilities.  One adverse aspect of being in such a large 

space has been the loss of social contact prior to our 
meeting with that discussion and assistance from which 
we all benefited.  That is one of the subjects that the 

committee has under review.  One benefit has been the 
Helpdesk, open to all users of the Library and which has 
led to a small increase in Society members. 

 
Our meeting in March will be about Robert Adam, 
Culzean Castle and the Adam Style.  For our April 

meeting the subject will ‘Dating Victorian Photographs’ by 
Linda Clarke from Cheshire Record Office.  Future 
meetings will cover WW1 Research, Scottish Family 

History on the Web as well as Ancestry workshops and 
members talking about their Ancestral breakthroughs.  

Full details of our meetings are available on our website. 
 
We continue to add to our Scottish Marriage Index, for 

which new entries are always welcome. For details again 
see our website. 
 

Meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month, 
starting at 2 pm, except August and December and non-
members of the Society are always welcome. 

 
Contact: Michael J Couper, 3rd Floor, Manchester Central Library, St 
Peter’s Square, Manchester, M2 5PD 
Email: office@mlfhs.org.uk 
Website: www.anglo-scots.mlfhs.org.uk 

  

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
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ASGRA 
 

ASGRA is delighted to announce the successful 
applications of the following new members: Sonia Baker, 

Dunbar; Lorna Kinnaird, Edinburgh, who has converted 
from probationer status; Ian Marson, Maltby.  We have 
also just admitted our first Affiliate: Graham Holton, 

Glasgow.  We welcome them all, and look forward to 
working with them. 
 

Team ASGRA will be attending WDYTYA? at the NEC in 
Birmingham, from 16-18 April, where 6 of us will man the 

ASGRA Stand 121 (next to AGRA on 122) and also take 
part in the SoG Ask The Experts sessions over the 3 days. 
 

At the AGM in February, Janet Bishop was returned as 
ASGRA Chairman for her 6th year.   Also at the AGM, Alan 
MacLeod, a member since the 1980s, was appointed 

President of ASGRA.  Alan was also a founder member of 
SAFHS. 
 

Our partnership with AGRA continues, and Kirsty 
Wilkinson is now the ASGRA rep to AGRA Council. 
 

ASGRA Council is in discussion with the SAFHS Executive 
regarding our provisional bid to host the 2017 SAFHS 
Conference in Edinburgh, and further details will be 

announced in due course. 
 
Contact: Chairman, jb.bishop@btinternet.com 
Website: www.asgra.co.uk 

 

Borders FHS 
 

After reducing our opening hours during January and 

February, we are back to normal and looking forward to 
the summer season.  Our Archive & Research Room is in 
the centre of Galashiels, within easy walking distance of 

the bus station and free parking.  The new Borders 
Railway will start running in September and the station is 
just minutes away from us.  

 
We have welcomed several new members to the Archive 
& Research team who can help you get the most out of 

your visit or your research request.   
 
Archive & Research Centre opening hours: 

Monday 6pm to 8pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am to 4pm 
If you are unable to visit, we offer a Research Service.  

Contact us via our website, email, facebook or by post. 
 
Our WW1 exhibition attracted many visitors and we are 

grateful for the many contributions and donations which 
were displayed.  

 
We have enjoyed interesting talks in the first part of our 
2014-15 Syllabus and look forward to the remainder of 

the season.  Planning for talks in the 2015-16 season, 

starting in September is under way. 

 
2014-15 Syllabus 
Sunday meetings all start at 2.30pm and are listed 

below: 
 Sunday, 29 March 2015 - Society 

Meeting Treasure and a Coldstream Lad, John 
Hamilton Hall by Peter Munro 
Venue:  Abbey Row Community Centre, The 

Knowes, Kelso, TD5 7BJ  
            

 Sunday 25th April 2015: High Court trials & 

criminals by Margaret Fox, archivist at Traquair 
House                                                                                                        

Venue: Corn Exchange & Ormiston Institute, 
Market Square, Melrose, TD6 9PN  
 

 Sunday 31st May 2015: AGM followed by 
Hatches, Matches and Dispatches by Marjorie 

Gavin, a light hearted and somewhat irreverent 
look at births, marriages and deaths 1700 – 
1900. Venue: Corn Exchange & Ormiston 

Institute, Market Square, Melrose, TD6 9PN 
 
Over the weekend of Saturday 2/Sunday 3 May, Borders 

FHS will be at the Bygone Borderlands event at the Guild 
Hall in Berwick upon Tweed, one of a series of events 
celebrating the 900th anniversary of Berwick.  

 
The Society magazine is sent to members in February, 

June and October and over 20% of our members have 
chosen to receive the magazine by email.  Our magazine 
team would be interested in receiving any articles or 

news for inclusion. 
 

 
 

Our most recent publication was “Innerleithen Shops” 
researched by Bobby Richardson, looks at the shops 
around the High Street.  The businesses and the 

proprietors from as early as the 1820’s are listed with a 
good selection of old photographs. 
 

Copies of many old invoices have been included, courtesy 
of the Tennant family at the Glen. 

 
Our “online” volunteers continue to make a huge 
contribution to the resources we can use in our research 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
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especially the indexing of the Police & Criminal records.  

Current focus is on the Hawick Criminal Register 1903 – 
1908 and the Roxburghshire Criminal Register of 1854 - 
1872.  The Monumental Inscriptions project has 

continued over the winter months with some recording 
and photography at Preston and Teviothead.  Any new 
volunteer recorders and transcribers would be most 

welcome. 
 
Keep an eye on our website, Facebook page and twitter 

for updates on events, projects and news. 
 

Contact: 52 Overhaugh Street, Galashiels, TD1 1DP 
Website: www.bordersfhs.org.uk 
Email: info@bordersfhs.org.uk 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BordersFHS 

Twitter: @bordersfhs 

 

Central Scotland FHS 
 

Preparations for the 26th Annual SAFHS Conference are 
keeping us busy at the moment as we try to fit as many 

bookstalls into the accommodation as possible. Being a 
small Society the burden falls on the Committee which at 
the moment is three members short and has been for 

some years.  
 
Luckily we now have use of a second hall which was let 

out every Saturday morning but the Church has been 
very accommodating by allowing the use of the second 
hall all day and we are treating the Boys’ Brigade to a 

Friday night out at the tubing on the dry ski slope. This 
means that access to the hall on the Friday night is now 

available and after the tables are set out we will be 
providing a small reception with tea, coffee and 
shortbread from 6.30pm-8pm approx for anyone who is 

able to be with us. 
 
This year apart from at least 3 new Committee members 

we need a new Chairperson and a Syllabus Secretary. 
Attempts at persuading volunteers are proving fruitless 
so we just have to hope that at the AGM all will be 

resolved. 
 
Memberships continue to fall and many of the older 

members who are unable to attend meetings but always 
renewed their membership now feel unable to continue 
supporting the Society in this way. Despite running family 

history drop in sessions in St Ninians Library once a 
month very few want to join the Society. Attendance at 

meetings continue to be steady which is encouraging. 
Hopefully we will continue to enjoy the support of 
members as we face the challenges of the future. 
 
Website: www.csfhs.org.uk 

 

East Ayrshire FHS 
 
Meetings: Evening meetings are held at 7 pm in The 

Johnnie Walker Bond, Strand Street, Kilmarnock on the 

second Thursday of the months September to May. 

Visitors are welcome. Workshops are held in The Cabin, 
Witch Road, Kilmarnock from 1.45 pm to 3.45 pm on 
most other Thursday afternoons throughout the year. 

The introduction of a 15-minute tutorial on a research 
topic at some of the workshops is proving popular. 
 

At the January meeting George English gave a 
presentation about Family History Research and 
answered questions from members. On February 12 

Barbara Graham spoke about the events leading up to 
the 1715 Jacobite Rising and some of the personalities 
involved. At the time of writing we look forward to two 

events this month. At the EAFHS meeting on March 12 
Bill Howie will talk about Photography and Family History. 

The following week, the joint meeting of the family 
history societies in Ayrshire is being hosted by Largs and 
North Ayrshire FHS. As well as the opportunity to 

exchange information and socialise there will be a 
selection of short films from the Scottish Screen Archive 
[SSA]. For information about the SSA see 

http://ssa.nls.uk 
 
At the meeting in April Mr J Thomson will speak on Social 

History and Robert Burns. The AGM will be held on May 
14 and will be followed by short talks given by members. 
Information about the opening meetings of the new 

session in the autumn are listed in the Diary Dates 
section of this publication. 
 

Events: EAFHS will have a stand at the SAFHS 
Conference in Stirling on Saturday 25 April and at the 
South Ayrshire Local History and Family History Fair in 

the Walker Halls, Troon on Saturday 6 June. If you are 
attending either of these events, do come and meet us. 

 
Membership: Details about membership of the Society 
can be found on our website. A new E-membership was 

introduced this session with a reduced subscription and 
has had an encouraging take-up. E-members receive all 
communications by email and magazines as PDF 

attachments. 
 
For further information contact: Secretary, East Ayrshire FHS, c/o 
Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock, KA1 3BU 
Email: enquiries@eastayrshirefhs.co.uk 
Website: www.eastayrshirefhs.co.uk 

 

Glasgow & West of Scotland FHS 
 

IMPORTANT all meetings (unless otherwise stated) are 
held at Kelvinside Academy, 33 Kirklee Road, Glasgow, 
G12 0SW and entry is via the Kirklee Rd entrance. 

The meetings start at 7:30pm prompt and the remaining 
meetings for 2014/15 session are: 
 

16th Mar 2015 
Anne Cameron “Sources for Family History in the 
University of Strathclyde Archives” 

 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
http://www.bordersfhs.org.uk/
mailto:info@bordersfhs.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BordersFHS
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20th Apr 2015 

AGM followed by Sheila Duffy “Billy Connolly - A Typical 
Glaswegian?”  
18th May 2015 

Prof John Hume “Glasgow's Maritime Heritage”  
 

Information on the meetings can be found on the 

Society’s website and reports of the talks are usually 
given in the Society’s Newsletter published three times a 
year in March, June and October. 

 
Please note that any changes to venues will be 
advertised on the Society Website.  

 
The monthly electronic newsletter, E-NEWS, is sent out 

to all members with an email address. This provides 
members not just with the Society’s news updates but 
general news as well. Back issues can be viewed on the 

members’ only area of the website that also includes 
several databases together with information from recent 
talks. 

 
The society will be attending the Hobbycraft Show at the 
SECC in Glasgow 6th and 7th March 2015. 

 
The Society has recently published the following: 

 Memorial Inscriptions Pollokshaws Burial Ground 

- Glasgow - Fraser Hamilton and Robert Carson - 
Published by GWSFHS Ref: G0052 £3-50  

 A CD of Tollcross Cemetery – Photographs and 
Transcriptions of Gravestones and Lair Map – 

Published by GWSFHS – Ref: GCD15 £9-00. 
There is a special offer to purchase this and the 
previously released Tollcross Churchyard (Ref: GCD14 

£7-50) for a special price of £15-00, the Order Ref: for 
this is GCD16. 
 
As well as frequent additions to the Society’s library there 
are also regular additions to the computers in the 

Research Centre. The library additions includes both new 
publications and out-of-print books and the library 
catalogue can be searched on the Society’s website. 

Many of the books are donated by members. 
 
Some of the recent additions include the following: 

 
The Surnames of Wales – John & Sheila Rowlands – 
ISBN: 978-1-84851-775-2 

The Glasgow Academy – Iain MacLeod – ISBN: 0–
9530515–0–1  
A Guide to Irish Churches and Graveyards – Brian 

Mitchell – ISBN: 978–0–8063–1266–8  
First World War Campaign Medals DVD 
Falkirk (Camelon) Interments, 1870-1903, 1912-1929, 

1929-1951 (a searchable database by Central Scotland 
FHS from the reference volumes held by Falkirk 
Archives). 

 

Finally thanks must go to all the many members who 

help keep the Society running and help with the 
operation of the Research Centre in Mansfield Street. The 
Centre’s opening hours are:  

 
TUESDAY from 2 pm until 4.30 pm 
THURSDAY from 10 am until 8.30 pm 

SATURDAY from 2 pm until 4.30 pm 
       except for Easter Saturday and 3-4   
       weeks over Christmas & New Year 

 
Contact: G&WSFHS, Unit 13, 32 Mansfield Street, Glasgow G11 5QP 
Tel: 0141-339 8303   

Website: www.gwsfhs.org.uk  

 

Lanarkshire FHS 
 

Events we will be organising 
 

The society worked with the authors of the following 
books, organised the printing and distribution: 
Book Launch Day Saturday 14th March 10:00 – 12:00  

The re-printing of Lost Villages by John Reilly MBE, 
Hugh Lucas and Eddie Devlin In Discovery Room - Airdrie 

Library  
 
Book Launch Day Saturday 28th March 10:00 – 12:00 

In Summerlee Industrial Museum 
The launch of 4 publications by local authors.  
Coatbridge 3 Centuries of Change by Peter 
Drummond.  
Sunnyside and Life in the 50’s by Robert McMillan.  
Gartliston Brickworks Glenboig by Robert McMillan. 
Monkland Memories by 4 local authors.  
 
“Local and Family History Show” Saturday 22nd 

August. 
Motherwell Concert Hall and Theatre. A great family day 
out. 

http://lfhsshow.weebly.com  
The Show Website will be regularly updated as Exhibitors 
and others are confirmed. 

 
“Doors Open Days” Sat 5th & Sun 6th Sept. our 

Research Centre will be open as usual on both days. * 
Dates still to be confirmed. 
 

Events we will be attending 
Hamilton Reference Library Friday 20th March 10:30 – 
12:30 

Irish Family History Talk & research session. 
 
Larkhall Community Growers  

“Local History Day” in Larkhall Leisure Centre on 21st 
March 1:00 – 6:00pm. 
 

SAFHS Conference.  Saturday 25th April  
Conference & Family History Fair  
at Allan Park South Church, Stirling. 

 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
http://www.gwsfhs.org.uk/
http://lfhsshow.weebly.com/
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Correspondence address: 

C/O North Lanarkshire Heritage Centre, 
Local History Room, High Road, 
MOTHERWELL. ML1 3HU. 

 
Research Centre Address: - 
122-124 Merry Street,  

Motherwell ML1 1NA 
* No mail should be sent to this address  

 
Email: secretary-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk   
Website: www.lanarkshirefhs.org.uk 
 

Largs and North Ayrshire FHS 
 

As speaker at our December meeting and social, we had 

our Honorary Vice-President, Judith Davenport.  Her 
subject was ‘Dalry Remembered’ - and well- remembered 
it was too.  She told us of the town’s origins and how it 

developed and the changes over the centuries. 
 

Our first meeting in 2015, was given by Allan 
Hodgkinson, one of a group formed to restore and 
promote Portencross Castle, which was featured in the 

BBC’s ’Restoration’ programme.  We were taken from the 
beginning of the project to the present, taking in its 
history and the breath taking views from the battlements 

with the aid of a Powerpoint presentation.  
 
February’s talk was titled ‘Fairlie’s Men of the Great War’.  

This project organised by Fairlie Community Association 
was achieved through funding from ‘Awards for All ‘.  
Many local people were involved including the primary 

school. During the showing of a slide of the discharge 
papers of Alfred Davis, a member interrupted to say that 
he was his father. 

 
A group will be off to the Burns Monument Centre, 
Kilmarnock, to do some research on the 10th March. This 

is an interesting and exhausting visit, but, it may solve a 
few mysteries or create more, and so give us all lots to 

talk about. 
 
On the 19th March, the Society is hosting the Joint 

Meeting for all four of Ayrshire’s family history societies, 
where representatives of the Scottish Screen Archives will 
be showing films relevant to the area in the Clark 

Memorial Hall.  This will be followed by some hospitality 
and a good chat. 
 

April 14th will bring Fiona Hayes from Glasgow Libraries to 
speak about the ’Great Glasgow Exhibitions 1888 and 
1911’. 

 
The AGM will be on the 12th May and after the business is 
over, we shall be producing pictures of our ancestors to 

try to decide the year, within five to ten years, in which 
the photograph was taken, 

  

The Workshops held on the last Thursday of each month 

from September to April continue to be well-attended.  
The numbers at meetings are holding up well. 
 

The Society meets in the Community Room of 
Largs Library, 26, Allanpark Street, Largs, KA30 
9AG, unless previously stated, on the second 

Tuesday of each month from September to April. 
 
Contact: The Secretary, Largs and North Ayrshire FHS, c/o Largs 
Library, 26, Allanpark Street, Largs KA30 9AG   
Email: ann.clydeview@outlook.com    
Website: www.largsnafhs.org.uk   

 

Lothians FHS 
 

The Lothians Family History Society is a voluntary 
organisation consisting of members interested in 
promoting the study of genealogy and family history. We 

are situated in the Library at the Lasswade Centre, 
Bonnyrigg which is just a stone’s throw away (7 Miles 
south) from Edinburgh.  

 
The Society has a number of resources at its disposal. 
There is a selection of books and pamphlets for the 

absolute beginner, some more specialised guides for the 
more advanced members and newsletters from other 

Family History Societies. There are files on alternative 
sources of information from Scottish Public Libraries to 
the National Repositories like National Records of 

Scotland. We have an expanding collection of Edinburgh 
Directories of various dates, files of commercial search 
organisations and of various courses and events. Of 

course the library has a number of publications and a 
collection of maps covering Scotland and Northern 
England.  

 
The Society strives to keep all its members interested 
and we have access to the library`s computers and the 

Internet. Many members have volunteered in projects, 
e.g. indexing of burial registers as well as their own 
interests or just helping others with their research. There 

are many more details about the Society which you will 
find on our web site. 
 

When does the Society meet? 
Every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm. We have a varied 

programme to suit all. 
 
Where: 

Lasswade Centre 
Eskdale Drive 
Bonnyrigg 

Midlothian 
EH19 2LA 
 

The society provides a newsletter, thrice yearly, to 
members to inform and keep abreast of the activities by 
members or just provide interesting stories about family 

history. If you have anything you think might interest the 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
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members, whether it is pertinent to your family or not, or 

something you have found of interest, funny or 
otherwise, the society would be grateful to hear from 
you. 

 
A ‘Members Area’ has been created on the Lothians FHS 
website where members can view videos of the talks if 

they are unable to attend the speakers’ evenings. There 
is also the opportunity for members to share photos or 
articles about their research.   

Our Speakers evenings take place at 7pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month, September to November and 
January to May. 

 
11 March: Documenting your Ancestry with DNA 
  by John Cleary 
8 April:   Shotstoun, by James Waugh 
13 May:  Women in WWI, by Yvonne McEwen 

 
The society can be contacted through our website or by 
email. 

 
Contact: Lothians FHS, Lasswade Centre, Eskdale Drive, Bonnyrigg, 
EH19 2LA 
Email: lothiansfhs@hotmail.com  
Website: www.lothiansfhs.org  

 

Moray Burial Ground Research Group 
 

 
 

The fallen cross in the photograph featured in last year’s 
August issue of the Newsletter. Ruth McIntosh our 

Secretary gave us the details about Private William 
McKenzie of the 5th Scottish Rifles (Cameronians), who  
was killed on 17th December 1916. Aside from the fact 

that his name is carved on the imposing memorial 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens at Theipval in France, little 
or nothing has so far been discovered about Private 

McKenzie. His name is almost lost amongst the more 
than 72,000 men who gave their all during the various 
battles of the Somme between July 1915 and February 

1918. It is worth noting that this memorial is completely 
reserved for soldiers who have no known grave. 
Inscribed on the memorial in words which in a most 

poignant manner express the full meaning of the horrors 
of the war that this cenotaph commemorates. 
 

HERE ARE RECORDED / NAMES OF OFFICERS / AND 
MEN OF THE / BRITISH ARMIES WHO FELL / ON THE 

SOMME BATTLEFIELDS / JULY 1915 FEBRUARY 1918 / 

BUT TO WHOM / THE FORTUNE OF WAR / DENIED THE 
KNOWN / AND HONOURED BURIAL / GIVEN TO THEIR / 
COMRADES IN DEATH. 

 
Initially we discovered the cross almost entirely covered 
by leaves and tree roots in a very sorry state of neglect.  

 
Although not a Commonwealth War Graves memorial, it 
is indeed a sad thing to consider how this soldier came to 

give the ultimate sacrifice and yet in a future time 
become so utterly forgotten that a memory of his 
priceless gift to us lies in such an inglorious manner. 

 
An appeal last year through the Northern Scot, 

unfortunately brought no new information about this 
forgotten soldier. However, after discussing the problem 
with Ken Kennedy of the Moray Lands and Parks 

Department, he arranged to have the offending tree 
removed. This in a way was a pity as it is always sad 
when trees have to be destroyed! As can be seen from 

the photograph, the cross shaft now lies over the tree 
roots which are quite substantial. So what comes next?  
 

Ideally it would be best if the tree roots could be 
removed completely and the cross somehow re-erected 
in some suitable way. This is still under discussion, but 

we first have to establish the precise lair record. If this 
project could be achieved during the coming year, it 
would perhaps be a fitting that some form of military 

ceremony was held, say on the 100th anniversary of his 
death. 
 

Also reported in the August Newsletter was our own 
Helen’s "Scottish Civic Champion’s Award" which she 

received from Derek Mackay MSP at The Lighthouse, 
Glasgow on 27th April. This award was and is most 
certainly well deserved, as it reflects the very 

considerable and tireless efforts she has made over the 
years on behalf of the Group. 
 

During this last season the work of recording MIs in the 
field continued at a reasonable pace, although for quite a 
while we struggled at times to get enough members to 

do the necessary. However, as usual we did manage to 
accomplish a fair amount. Latterly we were in contact 
with members of the LDS Church and a number of them 

came out as a separate group and took part in a number 
of recording sessions at New Elgin (South Section). It has 
been agreed that if they wish to continue their volunteer 

work, they can finish recording the whole of North 
Section which they started last year. This new area 

contains a very large number of modern memorials.  
 
Cullen New Cemetery, Cullen & Deskford New Cemetery, 

Deskford and the three burial grounds at Tomintoul, 
along with Rothiemay all have been more or less straight 
forward from a recording point of view. We hope to finish 

all of these early in our forthcoming season and head for 
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pastures new such as at Grange, Inveravon and perhaps 

Edinkillie. At the ancient site of Deskford we soon 
discovered that sometime in the past, most of the older 
tombstones had been removed, with several 18th century 

table-stone tops being decanted to a dump area at the 
rear of the ruined church. This is quite maddening as 
they have been stacked in an upright position, so that 

almost all the inscriptions are hidden from view. 
 
Particularly over the winter months a great deal of 

backroom work has been undertaken for the publication 
of three of our new MI books. These are the modern 
public cemetery of Burnside at Rathven, the old 

Churchyard of Rathven and the Michael Kirk & 
Gordonstoun School. Rathven old and new burial grounds 

were of interest in several ways, one in particular being 
the frequent use of Tee-names, used by the local 
community to distinguish people with the same surname. 

The Michael Kirk book is a new venture in publication 
terms. One of the reasons for re-recording the MIs was 
that we wanted to include photographs of every 

memorial for our Website archive. Although only a few 
extra burials have taken place since it was last recorded 
in 2002 by Bruce Bishop for the Aberdeen & North East 

Scotland Family History Society, it was felt that it would 
not be worth trying to produce another version of 
basically the same thing. Therefore the idea of publishing 

photographs of each stone and carving both inside and 
outside the church seemed a good idea. While we were 
preparing the book, we received permission to 

photograph and publish several memorials in and around 
Gordonstoun School, so it seemed worth while rethinking 
our plans. Getting the whole thing printed at a 

reasonable cost, proved problematic but a trial run was 
produced by our own Derek Page. However, the cover 

caused something of an additional problem and in the 
end we got a small run printed a very reasonable price 
via two local firms jointly. 

 
There seem to be moves afoot on a national basis at last 
to genuinely recognize the importance of "Ancestral 

Tourism" in Scotland. One of the key aspects of family 
history research must surely lie within our burial grounds, 
both old and new. Moray in particular is blessed with a 

very valuable and ancient heritage when it comes to 
many of its churches and churchyards which hold a 
treasure-house of information that in some cases dates 

back to the 15th century. Sadly many of these memorials 
have been much neglected in the past, but a realization 
of their true worth is gradually making itself known 

amongst the wider community. 
 

Through the auspices of Moray Heritage Connections 
(MHC), Helen and I have lately been trying to stimulate 
interest in the possible creation of some form of Heritage 

/Church & Churchyard Trail and discussions are ongoing 
with the folk at Knockando Woollen Mill about the 
prospect of some form of joint co-operation later this 

year. I suspect it is a case of "Watch this Space." Perhaps 

the Tourist Industry in general needs to take notice of 

people like Peter Butters in Australia who in dealing with 
Lindsay our Webmaster and the Local Heritage Centre at 
East End School said:-  

 
"As with my experiences with Lindsay, their staff were so 
professional and helpful with their resources, and 
efficient and quick in mailing out purchases. I was in 
awe. No exaggeration, my treatment from Moray has 
been exceptional, to the degree that several years down 
the track, I hope to visit." 
 
Contact: 127 Morriston Road, Elgin, Moray IV30 4NB 

Email: via website 
Web: www.mbgrg.org 

 

Moray & Nairn FHS 
 

In February the Moray & Nairn Family History Society 
celebrated its sixth birthday and continues to move along 
if only slowly, and we will continue to produce at least 3 

publications this year.  
 
Work this year will see us complete the work which we 

started at Barevan Churchyard last summer and hopefully 
the weather will help us get it completed. Also this year 
will see the publication of records relating to Nairn 

Poorhouse. Unfortunately the Poorhouse registers have 
been lost but these records are taken from those 
parishes that had beds in the Poorhouse and sent their 

paupers there to be boarded. Work has involved going 
through the parish minutes and rolls that survive for 
details of entries of persons placed in the Poorhouse. 

Work also continues on our transcription of deaths from a 
Nairn Newspaper the St. Ninian Press which was in 

publication from 1892 to 1917. 
 
For further information see the Bookshop on the website 

www.morayandnairnfhs.co.uk  
 

Renfrewshire FHS 
 
About the Society: 
 

Formed - 25th March 1999. 
Objects - The purpose of the Society is to promote 
participation and interest in Family History in 

Renfrewshire (inc Old Parish of Govan; Inverclyde; East 
Renfrewshire). 

Membership - Membership is available to anyone with 
an interest in Family History in or relating to 
Renfrewshire on payment of an annual subscription. 

Membership entitlements will include Society Journals 
(issued twice annually) and guidance with family history 
research. 

Projects - There will be opportunities to help with the 
transcription of records and the preparation of lists and 
indexes useful in family history research. Currently the 

Society is involved in 3 projects and would welcome 
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further volunteers. 

Research Facilities - The Society has a small research 
facility within the historic Paisley Abbey where visitors 
can access various records and get advice from our 

knowledgeable volunteers. Open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 10.00am – 11.45am. The Abbey itself is well 
worth a visit where you can discover the origins of the 

‘Stewart Monarchy’ etc. A Gift shop and tea room is also 
there for your enjoyment. 
Meetings - Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month (September – May) each year where appropriate 
lectures of interest to members are given. All are 
welcome and no charge is made by the Society for these. 

Afterwards there is a cup of tea/coffee and a chat. From 
time to time the Society has a social outing of interest to 

social historians. 
Web-site - The Society has a web page containing all 
current details of activities etc  

www.renfrewshirefhs.co.uk  
Active participation of members is encouraged at all 
times. 

 
The Society is releasing Monumental Inscriptions on CD 
for Hawkhead Cemetery, Paisley on 19th March 2015 

when this can be ordered using the form on our web 
pages.  We have also just released a CD for Greenock 
Cemetery – Revised & Updated, also on the order form. 

 
Scottish Charity No SCO30406 
 
Contact: The Secretary, Renfrewshire Family History Society, c/o 51 
Mathie Crescent, Gourock PA19 1YU. 
Website: www.renfrewshirefhs.co.uk  

Email: johnrmcgregor@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Shetland FHS 

 
Due to the eclipse on 20th March our cruise season 
started early with two liners calling on their way north to 

the Faroe Islands for the best view.  As usual, there were 
some visitors researching whilst in port and we hope to 
welcome more during the season. Our summer visitor 

schedule is already filling up fast and it is always helpful 
to have prior knowledge so that information can be 
prepared in advance. 

 
The “Sharing Shetland Surnames” programme is 

operating again this year with the names featured – 
MOUAT (with all spelling variants) for May/June, ARCUS 
for July/August, and ABERNETHY for 

September/October.  Venues to launch each of these 
names are being planned.   
 

The Merchant Navy Discharge Book project, undertaken 
by the SFHS and the local Merchant Navy Association is 
still doing well with almost 1000 responses.  To date, 

books have come from local Shetlanders, from other 
parts of the U.K. and also from Australia, New Zealand 
and Canada. This is a valuable source of information for 

areas with a maritime heritage. 

Our World War 1 commemoration work continues with 

events, meetings and school visits to help pupils with 
research.  A grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to the 
Anderson High School, Lerwick has helped the school in 

its research into the school WW1 Roll of Honour with a 
meeting arranged for the end of March to bring pupils 
together with relatives of the fallen, so obtaining more 

family information.  A moving ceremony took place at the 
County War Memorial with the unveiling of a 
commemorative paving slab in honour of Lieutenant 

William Bruce – the only person in Shetland’s World War 
One Roll of Honour to be awarded the Victoria Cross.  
The event took place on 19th December, 2014, one 

hundred years to the day since Lt. Bruce was killed in 
action at Givenchy, France.  

    
More details are now available for the Society’s “Maritime 
Heritage Trip” in September, which will be based in Kent, 

near to Chatham and Greenwich with the visit to the 
Society of Genealogists and Dr Beattie’s lecture, “My 
Ancestor came from Shetland” the highlight of the week. 

 
As well as our regular weekday openings form 2-4 p.m. 
the summer season May – August morning openings for 

visitors will be between10:00- 12:00 on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
 
Contact: The Secretary, Ms E M Angus, 6 Hillhead, Lerwick, Shetland, 
ZE1 0EJ 
Email: secretary@shetland-fhs.org.uk 

Website: www.shetland-fhs.org.uk 

 
Scotslot 

 
SCOTSLOT, a group of family historians with Scottish 
forebears, meets in Harpenden, Hertfordshire, some 30 

miles north of London. In recent years, our membership 
numbers and those attending our meetings have steadily 
declined. With all the information now available on-line, 

perhaps all we can really offer a potential new member is 
the expertise we, as a group, have accumulated over 

many years. Early this year, we met to discuss our future 
and realised that those members of long standing 
thoroughly enjoyed our meetings and the opportunities 

they offered for discussion and reminiscence. And so we 
decided that we would continue to meet to do just that! 
We will still address the family history problems we 

encounter and share information on new sources and 
perhaps invite the occasional guest speaker! 
 

Contact: stuart.laing@virgin.net  

 
Scottish Genealogy Society 

 
The Scottish Genealogy Society is the longest-established 

family history society in Scotland, and our library and 
research centre are located at 15 Victoria Terrace, 
Edinbugh, EH1 2JL, where members and non-members 

are welcome.  The library is staffed by enthusiastic 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
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volunteers, who are happy to assist researchers and offer 

advice.  UK annual membership is £20 and overseas 
membership is £25, which includes receipt of 4 journals 
per year.  The library is open Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday 10.30-5.30, Wednesday 10.30-7.30 and 
Saturday 10.00-5.00. 
 

The library offers access to both Ancestry and Find My 
Past, as well as the myriad internet sites offering free 
access.  ScotlandsPeople website can also be accessed 

using the visitors’ account. 
 
The society holds all the microfiche and microfilm records 

of the Old Parish Records for the whole of Scotland, of 
which copies can be taken at a charge of 30p.  One of 
the strengths of the society is its collection of 

Monumental Inscriptions, which can be viewed free of 
charge, or purchased as required.  The extensive 

reference library holds many rare and interesting 
volumes.  Our website offers a wealth of information, 
with numerous links, which are helpful to family and local 

history researchers.  Monthly meetings are held between 
September and April (see website for details. 
 

The society also organises a series of courses on 
Saturday mornings in the library.  These include: 
Old Scottish Handwriting; Beginners; Using Technology in 
Family History; pre-1842 Censuses.  Please see the 
website for further details. 
 
Contact: Scottish Genealogy Society, 15 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, 
EH1 2JL 
Tel: 0131 220 3677 
Email: enquiries@scotsgenealogy.com 
Website: www.scotsgenealogy.com  

 

Society of Genealogists 
 

The following events will be of interest for those in the 

London area: 
 
9 May (14:00-17:00): Poor Law, Taxation and 

Education in Scotland 
A half-day course with William Cross 
£20.00 

 
27 June (10:30-17:00): Family Tree Maker 
Software Essentials for Beginners & Improvers  

A full-day course with Mike Bollinger 
£35.00  
 

1 Aug (14:00-17:00): Shell Shock in Britain & 
Army Deserters during the First World War  

A half-day course with Simon Fowler & Suzanne Grogan 
£20.00 
 

Mon-Fri, 7-11 Sep (10:30-17:00): Family History 
Getaway: Genealogy in the 21st Century  
Spend a week on your family history with the Society of 

Genealogists. The SoG is hosting a five day intensive 

genealogy programme in its library in London. Family 

history research is constantly changing, the most obvious 
being the technological advances in computers, hand-
held devices and software updates. A week-long 

intensive course, includes a sandwich lunch.  
£175.00 
 

19 Sep (10:30-13:00): My Ancestor was Scottish 
(Beginners to family history research) 
A half-day course with Alan Stewart   

£20.00  
 
Please also note our Annual General Meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, 30 April 2015 at 6pm, at the 
Swedenborg Society, 20-21 Bloomsbury Way, London, 

WC1A 2TH. 
 
Events take place at our premises in London. Please visit 

our website for more information. 
Contact: Lori Weinstein 
Tel: 020 7553 3290 
Email: events@sog.org.uk Website: www.sog.org.uk 
 

Tay Valley FHS 
 
Things were quieter towards the end of the year.  The 
last Council meeting for the year was in early December 

and the Centre was closed for two weeks over the 
holiday season, with a Council member and a Volunteer 
checking the facilities for mail and anything untoward. 

 
In January, Membership was very busy with renewals 
and during this time our server gave us some concerns, 

which was a big inconvenience, but visitors, volunteers 
and others coped well.  
 

That month too, at the first Council meeting of the year 
our Editor reported that she was finalising the 100th 
edition of our Journal ‘The Historian’ due for publication 

in February– a big milestone for us. Council has been 
surveying the membership, with a view to having an e-
journal.  Also at that time, we finalised the plans for our 

second annual volunteer and member afternoon get–
together which was held the first Saturday in February.   

We considered this successful, with the attendance 
around eighty.  Slides of Dundee Blairgowrie and areas 
around were shown while refreshments were served. 

 
In early March, our Chair attended the SAFHS AGM and 
Council meetings.  The Find My Past information has 

been forwarded to our Council. On the 25th she 
represented our society at an Angus Heritage meeting 
held in the Retreat at Glen Esk. 

 
We have visitors from home and abroad with stories of 
their research experiences and interest in the 

surroundings and others who donate Family Group 
Sheets and Pedigree charts. Work in the Book Shop and 
on the Website is ongoing, as is the organisation within 

the Library. 
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Plans are well in hand for our AGM, which will be held on 

Wednesday May 20, 2015 at 7.15 pm, in Abertay 
University, Dundee. 

 

Contact: Tay Valley FHS, 179-181 Princes Street, Dundee, DD4 6PQ. 
Tel 01382 461845 (no Fax) 
Email: tvfhs@tayvalleyfhs.org.uk 
Website: www.tayvalleyfhs.org.uk  
 

 

 

 
 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa, P.O. Box 38026, Ottawa, Ontario, K2C 1NO, Canada 

Cumbria Family History Society, 23 School Fold, Hesketh Bank, West Lancashire, PR4 6RE 
New Zealand Society of Genealogists Inc, P.O. Box 14036, Panmure, Auckland 1741, New Zealand 
Scottish Group, Genealogical Society of Queensland, P.O. Box 3070, Stafford DC, Queensland 4053, Australia 

Shoalhaven Family History Society, P.O. Box 591, Nowra, NSW 2541, Australia 
Scottish Interest Group, Western Australian Genealogical Society, 6/48 May Street, Bayswater, Western Australia 
6053 

South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society Inc, Box 592, Adelaide 5001, South Australia 
The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra Inc, GPO Box 585, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
Bruce B Bishop FSA Scot, ASGRA 

 
The Memorial in the School 

The Story of the Teachers and Pupils from Kirkcaldy High School 
Who died in the Great War 

John S B Beck 
 
When John Beck first attended the newly-built Kirkcaldy High School in 1957, he 

“became aware of the School War Memorial situated in the main entrance hall, but like 
most of my contemporaries I ignored it and never really stopped to study the names or 

even to contemplate why it was there. They were just some folk who had died during 
the First World War and who had no connection to me”. 
 

Some half a century later, and a member of the Friends of Kirkcaldy High School, his 
curiosity was aroused, and he decided that perhaps he could flesh out these names with 
a short biography of each of them, and so the idea for “The Memorial in the School” 

was born. 
 
Following a brief history of Kirkcaldy schools, from the Burgh School in 1582 through to 

the opening of the new High School in 1957, the book develops into three parts. 
 
The first part covers the three teachers who died in the Great War, and gives a short 

biography of each of these men, their service history, and information about their 
death. The second part similarly records in more detail the parentage, backgrounds, and the ultimate demise of the 
105 pupils and former pupils of the school who died serving their country during that war. The final part of this book 

contains Appendices identifying CWGC Cemeteries and other Memorials, Lists of the Regiments in which they served, 
various photographs and an analysis of distribution of the families throughout the school catchment area. 

 
It is a pity that Service Numbers have not been included, as this would be of value to anyone undertaking further 
research – the service numbers would be available on the CWGC website. That aside, however, it is a well-researched 

and informative book, giving fascinating information to anyone whose family background takes them back to 
Kirkcaldy. This book is a valuable addition to the bookshelves of any serious family historian. 
 

Bruce B Bishop FSA Scot, ASGRA 
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Published by Reveille Press (Tommies Guides), Brighton, 2014 
ISBN 978-1-908336-85-9 
UK Price £12.99 

 
Editor: I was a pupil of KHS from 1967-1973 and I don’t ever remember being particularly aware of the monument either, but I 
suppose you don’t think about such things when you are young.  As a fellow “Friends of Kirkcaldy High School” committee 
member, I congratulate John Beck on his work to produce this book.  All profits from the book are going to Kirkcaldy High School. 
JMB 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Diary Dates 2015 
 

8 April  Lothians FHS: Shotstoun, James Waugh, 7 pm, Lasswade Centre, Eskdale Drive, Bonnyrigg 
9 April  East Ayrshire FHS: Social History & Robert Burns, J Thomson, 7 pm, Johnny Walker Bond, Kilmarnock 

14 April  Lochaber & NAFHG: Alex Du Toit (archivist), venue tbc 
16-18 April WDYTYA? Live, NEC, Birmingham 
20 April  Glasgow & WSFHS: AGM, followed by Billy Connolly – a typical Glaswegian? - Sheila Duffy, 7.30 pm,  

  Kelvinside Academy, Kirklee Road, Glasgow 
22 April  Highland FHS: The Highland Diary of a Victorian Lady, Jonathan McColl, 7.30 pm, Highland  
  Archive Centre, Bught Drive, Inverness 

25 April  SAFHS 26th Annual Conference, hosted by Central Scotland FHS, Allan Park Church, Stirling 
25 April  Borders FHS: High Court Trials and Criminals, Margaret Fox, Archivist, Traquair House, 2.30 pm, 
  Corn Exchange and Ormiston Institute, Melrose 

 
9 May  SoG: Poor Law, Taxation and Education in Scotland, William Cross, 2 pm, SoG, £20 
12 May  Lochaber & NAFHG: RCEs and their use for Family Historians, Ken Nisbet, Fort William Library 

13 May  Lothian FHS: Women in WW1, Yvonne McEwen, 7pm, Lasswade Centre, Eskdale Drive, Bonnyrigg  
14 May  East Ayrshire FHS: AGM & Mini Talks, 7 pm, Johnny Walker Bond, Kilmarnock 

16 May  Guild of ONS: One-Name Studies: Hatches, Matches & Dispatches, Preston, Lancashire   
18 May  Glasgow & WSFHS: Glasgow’s Maritime Heritage, Prof John Hume, 7.30 pm, Kelvinside Academy, 
  Kirklee Road, Glasgow 

31 May  Borders FHS: Hatches, Matches & Dispatches, Marjorie Gavin, 2.30 pm, Corn Exchange and  
  Ormiston Institute, Melrose 
27 June  SoG: Family Tree Maker, Software Essentials for Beginners and Improvers, Mike Bollinger, 10.30 am, 

  SoG, £35 
1 Aug  SoG: Shell Shock in Britain and Army Deserters during the First World War, Simon Fowler & Suzanne 
  Grogan, 2 pm, SoG, £20 

22 Aug  Lanarkshire FHS: Local & Family History Show, Motherwell Concert Hall & Theatre 
7-11 Sept SoG: Family History Getaway: Genealogy in the 21st Century, SoG, £175 
10 Sept  East Ayrshire FHS: Enrolment & talk (tbc), 7 pm, Johnnie Walker Bond, Kilmarnock 

19 Sept  SoG: My Ancestor was Scottish, Alan Stewart, SoG, £20 
6 Oct  Family Discovery Day, LDS FHC, Colinton, Edinburgh 
8 Oct  East Ayrshire FHS: The Grandfather Clock Connection, Irene Hopkins, 7 pm, Johnnie Walker 

  Bond, Kilmarnock 
12 Nov  East Ayrshire FHS: Ayrshire Place Names, Ian McVey, 7 pm, Johnnie Walker Bond, Kilmarnock 
 

 

PLEASE CONFIRM DETAILS WITH THE RELEVANT SOCIETY BEFORE SETTING OUT  
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    SAFHS Publications, April 2015    

          Postage £ 
           UK Eur Rest 
Parish Registers in the Kirk Session Minutes of the Church of Scotland £   4.00  2.20 3.62 5.70 
The Parishes, Registers and Registrars of Scotland (New Edition)  £   6.75  2.20 3.62 5.70 

Registers of the Secession Churches in Scotland    £   4.00  2.20 3.62 5.70 
Researching Scottish Graveyards     £   4.50  2.20 2.93 3.90 
Scots Abroad, Part 1       £   4.50  2.20 3.16 4.50 

A Scottish Historian’s Glossary      £   4.50  2.20 2.93 3.90 
Scottish Trades, Professions, Vital Records and Directories  £   7.00  2.20 3.62 5.70 
Weights and Measures       £   3.75  2.20 3.16 4.50 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/

